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Chiapas, Mexico, September 8th - A magnitude 8.1 earthquake occurred of the Mexican coast at a depth of about 70 km.  It was related to the subduction of the Cocos plate beneath Central America.  There was extensive damage in the States of Chiapas and Oaxaca, with hundreds of homes destroyed and around 100 deaths.  It was the largest earthquake to hit Mexico in 100 years, but nowhere near as deadly as the earthquake that hit Mexico city in 1985.  The earthquake is being followed by numerous aftershocks typicall between magnitudes 4 and 6.

Purbla, Mexico, September 19th - A magnitude 7.1 earthquake, at a depth of about 50 km, struck Pueblo, Central Mexico only 11 days after the roughly ten times larger Chiapas earthquake.  Although smaller, this earthquake has caused more damage and resulted in more deaths (about 220).  The reason being that this part of Mexico is more densely populated with cities and towns around Mexico city.  Although 600 km apart there has been lots of speculation that the two might be related.

